
 

August 23, 2017 

 

Dear Staff, Parents, and Tam Community, 

The opening day of school is here, and there is much excitement in the air.  Whether this is the first day 

of school for your child, first day working in the Tam District, or first day as a resident to experience the 

opening of a school year, this year promises to be impressive. 

We have dedicated classified and certificated staff ready to engage learning at the highest levels with 

students.  As new portables accommodate growth, staff has been busily preparing the final touches in 

their classrooms.  Our schools will have that “new school” smell with freshly cut lawns, recently washed 

sidewalks, and relatively bare classroom walls ready for student work. 

As an immigrant, I have a deep appreciation for the opportunities in the United States that were not 

afforded to me in my homeland.  I know that I am not alone in this country founded on the promise of 

hope and opportunity for all.  Surprisingly, in our community and country, we are witnessing an 

increase in negative, hateful behavior toward our fellow citizens and immigrants alike.  As the leader of 

an educational institution, I see it as my duty to change this narrative and send the message that racism 

and bigotry are not acceptable in our community or society. 

During the 2017-2018 school year, we will continue to focus on equity and training staff and students 

on the importance of acceptance and tolerance.   

Our schools need teachers, counselors, and classified staff that are diverse.  Our students need role 

models that demonstrate the possibilities that education can offer.  Role models don’t tell, but show.  

“Our schools need good role models, and they have to start at the top.”—Frank Serpico. 

Every famous (and infamous) person was impacted by a teacher, classified member, or school leader in 

some way.  School has the ability to change lives, to inform thought, and to teach Right from Wrong.  

At the Tam District, we must do that.  We shall do that.  Equity work is tough.  Standing up to racism 

and bigotry is as important to a generation as high teaching standards and world class programs.  I 

leave with one more quote, from Ms. Rosa Parks.  “Racism is still with us.  But it is up to us to prepare 

our children for what they have to meet, and hopefully, we shall overcome.”  Thanks to all for being 

part of the solution. 

David Yoshihara, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 


